
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding School Opening 
 

Q1.   Why is UPA requiring students to wear masks all day when Boone County is allowing 
them to take their masks off while at their desk? 
 
A1.  On pages 10-11 of the “Healthy At School” guidelines provided to us from the Governor, it 
states the following: 

● “Face masks prohibit spread of the virus even when the infected person is without 
symptoms: 

○ Students who are enrolled in first grade and above and staff should be required to 
wear a cloth face covering, unless medically waivered. 

○ Masks can be lowered during classroom time if all students and staff are seated 6 feet 
apart and no persons are walking around inside the classroom. 

○ When students are outside and 6 feet from others, masks are not required. 
● Masks should: 

○ Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face 
○ Be secured with ties or ear loops 
○ Include multiple layers of fabric  
○ Allow for breathing without restriction  
○ Be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape  
○ Cover both nose and mouth” 

  
In order for masks to be taken off, per the guidelines, all students must be seated, the teacher must 
be seated, and there must be no other movement in the classroom.  Any time a teacher stands to 
help a student, anyone comes into the classroom, a student gets up to throw something away, etc. 
then everyone must put on their masks.  This can be very confusing on when students should and 
should not be wearing masks.  It can take time away from instruction with the teacher needing to 
remind students to put on their masks and wait for all of them to be placed correctly.  We also have 
many students and some teachers with underlying conditions.  So in order to alleviate confusion, 
ensure the students receive the most amount of instructional time, and for the safety of the teachers 
and students who are vulnerable we are requiring that masks be worn at all times.  They are 
allowed to take them off during recess, PE, lunch, and any other time they are outside of the 
building.  We are encouraging teachers to take students outside as often as possible.  This could 
include for class, simply to get up and move, or for any other reason the teacher feels is 
appropriate.  Those with medical notes from their doctors stating that a student cannot wear a mask, 
will not be required to wear a mask.  Other protection will be provided for the student. 
 



Q2.  Why is the rule so strict, giving students only two chances to keep their mask on before 
being sent home? 
 
A2.  We understand that wearing a mask for the entire day is going to be difficult and an 
adjustment for everyone, teachers and administrators included.  Therefore, we are going to give 
students opportunities to take off masks as often as we can.  With some students and teachers being 
vulnerable with pre-existing conditions, in order to protect them, students must understand that we 
are serious about them wearing masks.  However, we also understand that a student may need to 
itch their nose, scratch their ear, etc. which may cause the mask to fall.  Those types of situations 
will have no disciplinary consequences.  Consequences will be administered when a student 
blatantly and defiantly refuses to wear their mask or they takes their mask off and uses it in a way 
that is inappropriate (i.e.--switch their mask with another student, throw their mask on the ground, 
etc.).   
 
 
Q3.  Why are we not having in-class instruction on Fridays? 
 
A3.  We chose not to have in-person instruction on Friday for several reasons.  First, it will allow 
for the facilities team at Florence Baptist to have time to deep clean every room, gathering area, 
bathroom, etc. more thoroughly.  The high grade disinfectant that they use has to sit for almost an 
hour on every surface before it can be wiped down and cleaned.  This will ensure that the 
environment for our students is extremely safe and will lessen the chances of the virus spreading.  
 
Second, based off of last year's NTI it was very apparent to us that our students need more practice 
in being able to navigate virtual learning.  Many schools, colleges, and businesses are starting to 
turn to virtual learning/meetings as opposed to in-person.  We want to set our students up for 
success and allow for them to become as well-rounded as they can be.  I like to refer to this as 
"another tool in their toolbox" when it comes to preparing them for the future.  Teachers will 
instruct the students on their expectations for virtual days and practice with them how to navigate 
the virtual platforms effectively.  It is our hope that with the teachers instructing them on how to 
work with virtual platforms while in the classroom Monday-Thursday that it will help the students 
be able to work more independently from home and rely less on parents/guardians to help them. 
All teachers will be using the same virtual platforms this year to eliminate any confusion on where 
to go to find assignments or to meet.  
 
Third, having students work from home on Fridays allows for teachers to meet individually with 
students.  Given that social distancing needs to occur, it will be more difficult for teachers to 
facilitate working in close proximity to students in a one-on-one setting.  
 



Q4.  What will happen if a student/teacher has a confirmed case of COVID-19? 
 
A4.  As soon as UPA is made aware of a positive case, we will first report it to the NKY Health 
Department.  They will then advise us on the next steps taken using contact tracing protocol.  We 
will most likely follow the “UPA Decision Tree for COVID” which was designed by the NKY 
Health Department with input from schools.  A copy of this can be found in the Parent/Student 
Handbook. 
 
Q5.  If public schools switch to “red” and go completely virtual, does that mean that UPA will 
automatically go virtual as well? 
 
A5.  UPA will do everything in its power to remain open for in-class instruction.  We believe that 
our students NEED to be in the classroom as much as possible.  However, there are several factors 
that will determine whether we will switch to Remote Learning or not.  Those factors include new 
mandates from the Governor closing all schools (both public and private), new mandates from the 
Governor closing all churches, and the legality of the school remaining open even if the churches 
are closed.  Since we lease our space from the church, we have to ensure that we follow not only 
the school regulations but also the church policies as well.  The church is very willing to do 
anything they can to ensure that UPA remains open as well.  
 
Q6.  Have drop-off and pick-up times changed? 
 
A6.  No.  Drop-off will still be from 7:30-8:00am and pick-up will still be at 2:30pm.  One change 
that will take place is that ALL students will be picked up from the side parking lot, closest to the 
playground where morning drop off occurs.  Previously, middle and high school students were 
picked up from the front of the building, but they will be dismissed through the side door by grade 
level. 
 
 
Q7.  Will my child have their temperature checked? 
 
A7.  Yes.  Students will have their temperatures checked before exiting their car in the morning, 
right before lunch, and if they are suspected of having a fever. 
 
 


